
Katherine Fisher Studio Policy  
2015-2016 

 
Contact Information: 
 
E-mail: fisherk1@ohio.edu (best way to reach me) 
Phone: 740-243-2166 (please call with any last minute changes) 
 
Number of Lessons: 
There will be 32 lessons this year (28 private, 4 group). I will be teaching 16 weeks during the 
fall semester and 16 weeks during the spring (see calendar). You will be billed for 16/16 
during the fall and spring term. Please make payments at the beginning of each term. 
 
Curriculum 
The curriculum will be delivered via weekly private lessons in addition to periodic group 
lessons (which are taught in lieu of the weekly private lesson). The merits of a combined 
(private/group) curricular approach are manifold. The private lesson will be used to polish 
repertoire and expand and enhance students’ technical skills.  In addition to the opportunity 
to gain valuable performance and critical listening experiences, group lessons serve in the 
development of musicianship skills such as music theory and history, ear training, sight 
reading, harmonization, transposition, improvisation, and composition.  
 
The Teachers’ Responsibilities 

• To provide a structured and balanced curriculum in a way that is most beneficial to the 
pianistic/artistic growth of the student.  

• To encourage and challenge the student to higher levels of artistry and musicianship.  
 
The Parents’ Responsibilities 

• Parents must be wholly committed to their child’s piano study, and must approach it 
as an integral part of their child’s education.  

• Parents are responsible for facilitating their child’s practice at home. For younger 
children, parents must take the weekly lesson home and replicate it on the days 
between lessons. The responsibility for practice is gradually transferred from the 
parent to the student as the student matures.  

• Provide a well-tuned acoustic piano or quality weighted keyboard that is both in good 
repair and positioned in a location that is conducive to undistracted practice.  

• Parents must assist the student in scheduling, structuring, and carrying out daily 
practice time, ensuring the student stays on task and completes the entire assignment 
every day. Consistent, productive, mindful practice is key to student progress and 
success! 

• Parents will be asked to report on student at-home practice and keep the teacher 
attuned to the student’s level of motivation to practice and other issues that may 
come to bear on student progress. 

• Parents must be a source of encouragement to their child, praise them for their 
commitment to their artistic pursuit, and provide exposure to recorded and live 
music and other artistic performances. 



 
The Student’s Responsibilities 

• To be committed to their piano studies and practice.  
• To be responsive, respectful, and obedient to the parent and teacher during practice 

and at the lesson.  
• Practice a minimum of four days per week (in addition to the lesson day) for the 

specified time given by the teacher.  
• Students are encouraged (and at times required) to keep a practice journal in which 

they log practice their time and that which was accomplished during the practice 
session. New discoveries or questions should be recorded here.  

 
Attendance and Make-Up Policy 
Students should arrive promptly at the lesson prepared and ready to engage in learning.  
Make-up lessons for lessons missed by the student will only be offered if a time slot 
becomes available during the regular teaching hours. The teacher is not obligated to make up 
lessons missed by the student. Make up lessons will not be offered for missed group lessons. 
Lessons missed by the teacher will be made up.  
   
 
 
 

 
 


